


4 May 1959 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Erigadier General Andrew J. Goodpaster 


SUSIECT : Approval of Extension of Project CORONA 


Nerewitk is a memovrendcum I have sent to the Deputy Secretary 
of Defense. You will remember that the several decisions concerning 
the cxtensisn of CORONA therein referred to were made in at least two 
wi. .climonts. Asa result, there was some uncertainty in the Pentazon 
uc . wha had been decided especially with respect to the security to be 
2acervedc Curing the second phase of the Project. As you are aware, 
ic in turn hes a bearing on organizational arrangements and responsi- .. 








Sat 
cilities. ifoveover, it seemed more orderly to make a record of these ee 
iicizsions. This wac the purpose of the cttached note. Iam especially = 

w.u5uS {Rit you should see it so i may be sure my understanding is = 
covvect. LZ you feel this should be crecnded in any way, I hope you will... 
Ps uc advise me. oe 
Asst) Pry Mesoll, Je, : 
RICHARD M, BISSELL, JR. 
Deputy Director 
(Plans) ae 
oul : ae 
ok 
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S May 1959 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Seeretary of Defense 
SUBJECT : Approval of Extension of Project COROMA = 


1. You will remember that, following a review of the SENTRY 
and CORONA Programs tast fall and a series of conferences in December 
aad January, agreement was reached ameag the interested agencies that 
it weald be desirable te extend the COROMA Pregram threugh the summer 
ef 1960. A recommendation to this effect, which inactuded an cutting of 
the funding prepesed fer the extension of the program, was addressed by 
the Ueder Secretary of the Air Ferce te the Deputy Secretary ef Defease 


oa 11 February aed was subsequently approved « Thie paper 
served as the basis fer a fuller momeorandam which cet forth 
the same propecal agrinet the background of a COROMA. With 


the concurrence of the seuier eficers conceresd, thie memeractem was 
presented te higher autherity and appreval graated for the preposed exten- 
siee ea the terms thereia set ferth. 


2. The prepesal thus favorably acted upen requested (without 
recommendation) an immediate decision as te whether an effert sheuld be 
made te preserve the security surrounding the COROMA Preject and te 
maietain its cover ce as te deuy the true purpose of the 1966 flighte as 
well as theee scheduled fer 1959. Although net stated ia writing it wae 
understeed that the decision on this peiat might have a beariag on admizis- 
trative arrangements since the decision te preserve security and cover 
weuld precemably imply the coatinuation of present organisations! arraage- 
meats and of the present distribution of responsibility. Subsequent te the 
readering of the basic decision referred te above the question of socurity 
wae further cousidered and the decision was made te embark on the extended 
pregram with every effert and intent te coatizes aleag the came lines as in 
the past but to review the status ef security and cover ia ly 
eizn moaths’ time. it was contemplated that if security had deteriorated, 
er if there had bees a change of political peticy, the decision could thea 
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be mode te surface the pregram bet that in the meanwhile security 
precasticas should be observed and planning should be on the assumption 
that the security status of the pregram weeld remaisa unchanged through 
the 1960 series. 


3. Therefere, it is assumed, in accordance with the above 
decisioas, that: 


a. Apprepriate action is proceeding to ochedule the four 
flights restored te the calendar year 1959 program and the eight 
flights prepesed for calendar year 1960. 


b. The Central Intelligence Agency will initiate precurement 
of additional peyleads as needed. 


ce. Funding will be previded ia accordance with the prepesal 
as submitted aed appreved. 


@. Organisational arrangements and the distribution of 
respousibilities fer the program will in the abeeace ef further 
actice remain wachanged, 


It is understeed that the security and cever status ef the program and 
related organisational arrangements may be reviewed at a later date. 


(see, ineouid ine DISS@ll, Jey 
RICHARD M, BISSELL, JR. 
Deputy Directer 

(Plans) 


ec: Director, ARPA 
Gea. Goodpaster 
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